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a Countries, 


INCE the appearance of the new English stamps, loyal 

God Save Britons must feel that they have cause to add fervor 

the to the national prayer for the preservation of their 

sovereign. The portrait of King Edward VII is cer- 

King! tainly not a flattering one and it is not at all like other 

pictures or photographs of His Majesty which we have 

seen. The bust has a thin, pinched and pointed effect which is quite un- 

familiar and not in accord with our ideas of the original. Aside from the 

portrait the design is appropriate and pleasing, but the portrait—which, of 

course, is the principal feature of the stamp—is quite unEnglish and more 

suggestive of some of the early Italian or French designs than of anything 
else in the philatelic line. 

Already we hear rumors of dissatisfaction, not only on the part of phila- 
telists but of the general public. It is also stated that changes in the design 
are impending, not so much for artistic reasons, however, as to be in accord 
with the custom which requires that on the coinage of the realm the portrait 
of the monarch shall face in the opposite direction to that of his predecessor. 
Stamps are held to be in the same category as coins, as being monetary issues 
of the country. Hitherto this rule has been strictly observed in England and 
it is not expected that, so far as coins are concerned, it will be deviated from 
in the forthcoming issue. But officials regard postage stamps as being such 
trifles, that it is doubtful if like attention in the matter of details will be given 
to them. 

A cablegram to the Vew York Herald of the 26th, contains the follow- 
ing information : 

“Another defect which has been noticed on the new Edward stamp, is 
that upon the forehead there appears a scar, clearly. to be seen with the naked 
eye, as though His Majesty had been slashed with a sword. It is curious that 
this does not appear on the penny stamp alone, where it was first noted, but 
on each of the half penny, two pence half penny and six penny stamps. How 
it appeared on each of the issues in exactly the same shape and on the same 
part of the forehead, is puzzling philatelists. These stamps will, of course, 
be greatly valued, despite their inartistic appearance, as new designs are to be 
prepared,” 

This scar was probably intended to represent an eyebrow, but it cer. 
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tainly looks quite as much like the former as the latter. We doubt that 
philatelists will be greatly puzzled at this appearance on all the stamps. The 
majority of us know that, with the exception of the words of value, the design 
for each denomination is transferred from one original die. If anything is 
done to improve the eyebrow, let us hope that the occasion will also be 
utilized to “muss up” those four hairs which are drawn with such painful 
exactitude across the top of the royal cranium. s 
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An Interesting Stamp. 


> 


— 


From The Philatelic Record. 


We have recently been shown an hitherto unsuspected error in the 
1859-63 issue of Hawaii Inter Island Postage on thin bluish paper. It is a 
dou ple impression, consisting of 1 cent black and the 2 cents blue, the latter : 
printed upon the former. i 

The 1 cent black was evidently printed first, and is a pale impression, ' 
but showing the words Hawaian Postage, the frame and the numeral 1 very 

distinctly. Upon this is printed in the usual manner (7. ¢., all in full, in fact, 
a normal impression) the 2 cents of the same issue in blue. 

The frame of the black impression falls 234mm. to the right of the 
frame of the 2 cent stamp in blue, while the numeral 1 just touches the 
numeral 2 on the right hand side. Horizontally the two impressions occupy 
relatively the same position ; for example, the two numerals are level one 
with the other. 

The stamp is unused, and has been pronounced undoubtedly genuine by 
the best experts. 

The cause of the error is probably explained by the faint impression of 
the first stamp, the 1 cent black ; evidently the impression was too poor to be 
issued, and either this or it was not noticed at ail, caused the paper to be 
again used for printing a sheet of the 2 cents. 

\4 The stamp is new in the possession of the Earl of Kintore, to whom we 
are indebted for the above particulars, and we need not say that we consider 
it the most interesting discovery in Hawaii of late years. 3 
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Patented Stamps of the United States. 
By Joun N. Lurr. 


In years gone by, postal administrations appeared to have been much 
worried by the possibility of the cleaning and re use of stamps. ‘There may 
have been occasion for anxiety at the time when many small post offices 
cancelled the stamps by a stroke of the pen, but, with modern methods of 
cancellation and the use of fugitive inks in the printing of stamps, there would 
appear to be very little danger of any attempt being made to clean postage 
stamps to-day. 

Collectors of proofs and essays find much evidence of thought and study 
having been devoted to preventive devices. A great many designs have been 
prepared and submitted to our Post Office Department but only a very 
limited number have ever been thought worthy of a trial. Many were im- 
practicable or even dangerous—such as the stamps which contain a cap of 
fulminate of mercury—and others were too expensive. Of all the devices 
only one was given an extensive trial. ‘This was the grill, which was applied 
to three different issues and was in use some four or five years. It is difficult 
to see that this device was of the slightest utility, except perhaps in its 
original form when it covered the entire stamp. 

About 1876 a large quantity of stamps (the figure has been given as 
twenty million) were printed on double p per. This paper was composed of 
an extremely thin paper backed by a thicker and stouter quality. The two 
were held together by very soluble gum and the design was printed on the 
thinner paper. It was expected that any attempt to clean the stamps would 
destroy the soft surface paper. 

Two other devices were tried by the Post Office Department, concerning 
which some interesting documents have recently been placed in my hands by 
Mr. H. G. Mandel. The first of these devices is known to philatelists as the 
Fletcher or cogwheel die. The following history of it was obtained from 
a gentlemen who was for many years connected with the Post Office 
Department: 

“In June, 1876, a very peculiar postage stamp was issued by the Post 
Office Department, entirely for experimental use, the purpose of the inventor 
being to check the washing and re-use of stamps. It was furnished for sale 
to the public through the Washington City Post Office and ten thousand of 
them were disposed of. Thestamp was the customary green three-cent stamp 
then in common use, with multifoil figure cut into it in rude resemblance to 
a diminutive field daisy or a round eight-petaled flower. The exact size and 
character of this figure is here shown: 
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This stamp was suggested to the Post Office Department by Dr. Addison 
C, Fletcher of New York City in May, 1876, was made by the Continental 



















































































































































Bank Note Company, but not put into permanent use. Out of the 10,000 
sold by the postmaster at Washington, probably not over a dozen of them 
were preserved. In fact, the stamps were bought and used by the public 
without discovering that there was any peculiarity in their construction. 

“ The following correspondence from the files of the Third Assitstant 
Postmaster General's office will establish the validity of the stamps : 


P, 321, Vol. 20 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington, D. C. June 13, 1876. 
J. K. Myers, 
Sec’y Continental Bank Note Co., New York. 
Sir: 

Please cause to be made and forwarded to this office; at your earliest 
convenience, 1,c00 3-cent postage-stamps, according to the plan of Dr. 
Addison C. Fletcher, of your city, samples of whieh are enclosed. 

It has been represented to the Department, and this order is made 
with the understanding, that you have the facilities for manufacturing these 
stamps, and that they will be furnished at the usual contract prices. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
Wm. M. Ireland, 
Acting 3d Asst. P. M. General. 


P, 321, Vol. 20 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington, D. C. June 17, 1876. 
Mr. J. K. Myers, 
Sec’y Continental Bank Note Co., New York. 
Sir: 

Please furnish, for the postmaster of this city, at the earliest practicable 
moment, 10,000 3-cent stamps, prepared according to the plan of Dr. Addison 
C. Fletcher, of your city, samples of which have been sent you. ‘This order 
is in supersedure of the one made in my letter of the 13th inst., and is to be 
filled under the condition as to cost therein expressed. An item to cover the 
stamps has consequently been inserted in regular order 141 of this date. 

If, as is not unlikely, the stamps ordered in my former letter have been 
forwarded, you will consider them as a part of the present order, and on their 
arrival here they will be turned over to the postmaster. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
Wm. M. Ireland, 
Acting 3d Asst. P. M. General. 





P, 321, Vol. 20 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington, D. C. June 17, 1876. 
Geo. G. Pride, Esq., 
Postage-Stamp Agent, New York City. 
= The item of 10,000 3-cent stamps for Washington, D. C., in regular 
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order No. 141 of this date, is intended to be filled with stamps of a special 
design—prepared after the plan of Dr. Addison C. Fletcher of New York— 
concerning which instructions have been sent to the Continental Bank Note 
Company. They are to be made at the usual contract price, and will be in- 
cluded with the ordinary stamps in your regular reports and the contractors’ 
monthly account. 
Please see that they are forwarded as soon as possible. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
Wm. M. Ireland, 
Acting 3d Asst. P. M. Genl. 


Some years ago Mr. H. F. Colman found some copies of the one and 
three-cent stamps of the re-engraved issue of 1881-82 which were printed on 
double paper—a thin paper backed by a thicker one. The thin paper was 
perforated by circles of eight small holes, so arranged that a circle should 
fall on each stamp. These holes were punched before the stamps were 
printed. After printing they did not differ in appearance from the ordinary 
stamps, but should they be moistened they would separate into two pieces— 
the printed surface showing the circle of holes and the blank backing showing 
a circle of colored dots. Mr. Colman submitted samples of these stamps to the 
Post Office Department and received the following reply to his letter: 
€ 1317 Vol. 54. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, 


Washington, D. C. August 10, 1899. 
Mr. H. F. Colman, 
1526 O Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: Yours of the 7th inst. has been received. 

In reply, I have to say, that in 1882 or '83 there was an issue of one- 
cent and three-cent stamps on double paper, like the samples submitted, 
after designs by two persons named Douglas and Steele. Quite a number of 
these stamps were issued on this paper, but upon trial, the Department did 
not consider it advisable to permanently adopt the plan, and the issue of that 
kind of stamps was discontinued. 

The samples submitted by you are herewith returned. 
Respectfully yours, 
Edwin C. Madden, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 


The order for printing these stamps was as follows: 


U.S. P.O. DEPARTMENT, 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, 





Washington, D. C. September 27, 1881. 
American Bank Note Co.,New York. 
Finish 50 impressions 200 1c stamps 10,000 
wee 7 ..2..” 10,000 
20,000 
Prepare these stamps according to the invention of Mr. J. K. Douglas, 
Patent No. A. D. Hazen, 


Third Assistant Posmaster General. 























These stamps were finished and sent to Washington in January, 1882 
and were sold from the Washington city post office. 


Notes on the Stamps of Greece. 


By CRAWFORD CAPEN. 





Interest in the collecting of the stamps of this country is very much 
increased by the fact that one is constantly coming across new stamps, that 
is, varicties which one has never before seen. We find in a beautiful col- 
lection sent us from Paris, a copy of the 20 lepta blue, catalogue number 18, 
on paper which is of a far deeper green than that which is commonly found 
We would advise collectors to look out for this stamp, for it is certainly 
worth dollars instead of twenty cents as our catalogue reads. We notice in 
the fine series of articles, by W. Dorning Beckton, which appeared in the 
Philatelic Record during 1897, page 210, the following statement : 

“The second minor variety, of which I possess two pairs, is not given 
anywhere, but Collin and Calman give the 20 lepta of this issue on the same 
paper ; they are both, in my opinion, proofs.” 

The paper referred to is the bluish, and the stamp is our No. 50a of the 
catalogue. It is possible that the two pairs referred to were proofs, but I 
secured in a mixed lot of common stamps, several years ago, five copies, can 
celled, and which had evidently done postal service. They are on an 
ordinary quality of paper, are not finely printed, and do not appear to be 
proofs. ‘The date for them is January, 1887. It appears plainly on one 
copy, and enough of the date to be sure of it on another. It is certainly 
scarce, and if a few sheets of it were put forth on this paper it would not be 
a matter of surprise, considering the diversity that is often found in stamps 
of thiscountry. We shall be very glad to see any unused stamps of this kind, 
which may be considered proofs, in order that we may make comparison with 
our specimens. 

We list several shades under No. 43. a and b are merely the most pro 
nounced shades of the minor varieties of which there are a considerable 
number. The really good violet is considerably scarcer than the red violet 
or red lilac minor varieties. The collection mentioned above contains a 
specimen which should be listed as a minor variety under our No. 25. It is 
light blue in shade, and is certainly much scarcer than the dark blue stamp. 

‘There is a great dealof variation in the paper used forthe stamps of 
1877-80. Some stamps are found on a creamish rather than a yellowish or 
buff paper as we have thestamplisted. Indeed, the brown stamp, No. 36a, is 
more frequently found on a light shade of paper than on yellowish. It is 
quite difficult to notice all these variations in making a catalogue, without 
increasing the size of the list to an undue extent. Collectors are warned to 
be very careful in buying surcharges made on the Greek stamps in 1go0. 
The cheap varieties are all right, but we have recently seen a considerable 
number of counterfeits of the scarcer stamps. These included our numbers 
118, 119, 128 and 129 and there were also in the lot a considerable number of 
oddities, inverted, varieties of letters and oddities which had not been pre- 
viously known. We believe that we have listed in our catalogue all the exist- 
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ing varieties with the single exception of a stamp which should be known as 
132a. This corresponds with 1212 all right in the catalogue and does not 
differ from it except that it is perforated. Collectors should be careful in 
purchasing these varieties, that they buy them from some one who knows 
what is good. The scarcer stamps are very scarce. Our information is that 
there was only one sheet surcharged of our No. 118 and two sheets of No. 119. 

The same is said to be true of No. 128 and No. 129 which are the cor- 
responding stamps in the perforated form. ‘There was also, it is reported, 
one sheet of our No. 114. If this is the case, the broad “o"’ in “ 40,” is 
the best stamp of all the surcharges, as there are only half as many of them 
in asingle sheet as there are of those with the ordinary cipher. The oddities, 
varieties of inverted, double and triple surcharges, are all known, and it is 
likely that there are many of them. Those collectors who buy them at the 
prices at which they can be secured will find that they have very valuable 
stamps. 

We list in our catalogue No. 116b—first letter of word ‘‘A.” Others 
have not listed this variety for anything except the thirty and forty. The 
paper and gum, and also the ink used were such that when this stamp was 
printed, the upper part of the A was filled with ink. It will be seen, by 
examining a sheet in which this occurs, that this stamp is found only in the 
position at the right which is occupied by the A as first letter of the word in 
the thirty and forty.« The Greek L, which is of the same form as the A, ex- 
cept that it does not have the cross-bar, does not fill in with the ink in this 
way, also it will be seen by measurement, that the A andthe L differ slightly 
at the bottom, the A being somewhat broader. When, therefore, we compare 
two blocks, and find this filled A as first letter of the word, in the same posi- 
tion on the sheet as that occupied by the same letter on the thirty and forty, 
we conclude that itisan A and nota filled L. The sdr on 40 lepta, catalogue 
No. 121 and 1214, also the same stamps perforated, come with two varieties 
of spacing between the figure and the word, so that in some surcharges the 
whole surcharge is 9 mm wide and in others it is 11mm wide. The 30, 40 
and 50 lepta show two varieties of spacing in one of which the whole sur- 
charge is 9 mm. wide and the other 10% mm, Among the stamps on which 
the additional surcharge A M is made, the 1dr contains a variety of this same 
sort, the whole surcharge being in some stamps 12 mm. wide and in other 14 
mm. These varieties are not of sufficient importance to place in the 
catalogues but they are interesting to the specialist. 

Greece is one of these countries which is so interesting, on account of 
its great number of varieties, that the number of collectors of it will certainly 
grow. Indeed in the past year or two there have been a great many additions 
to the rank of those taking special interest in this country. The stamps are 
not now high-priced but a very large number of them are exceedingly rare. 
The country offers a field to the specialist who does not care for plating, but 
who wants something that is quite extensive 4nd has great opportunities in 
the way of shades and minor varieties. 
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History of the Postage Stamps of 
Alsace and Lorraine. 





By Jutes Bovuvez. 
(Continued from page 295.) 


The 89 varieties which we have described can, so far as the unused 
new stamps of Alsace are concerned, be classed as follows with regard to their 
rarity : 


A. ORDINARY OR COMMON STAMPS: 
Nos. 1, 10, 18, 26, 36, 45, 47, 48, 60, 61, 70, 77, 81. 


B. Scarce STAMPs: 


Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 16, 19, 21, 24, 28, 32, 33, 34, 38, 39, 43, 44) 49) 51, 
52, 53, 62, 63, 66, 71, 73, 75, 79, 80, 84, 85, 87, 8g. 


C. Rare STAMpPs: 


Nos. 3, 7, 8, 13, 15, 17, 20, 22, 29, 31, 35, 47, 42, 46, 50, 54, 57, 58, 59, 65, 
67, 69, 70, 76, 86, 88. 


D. Very RARE STAMPS: 
Nos. 9, 14, 23, 25, 27, 3% 37» 4°, 55, 56, 61, 64, 72, 74, 78, 82. 


From the point of view of their cancellation, the study of the stamps of 
Alsace-Lorraine is of much greater interest still, for it throws a striking light 
on the war of 1870-71 and allows us to follow the course of the German 
armies in French territory. 

The cancellations of the stamps of Alsace-Lorraine may be divided into 
two large classes : 

A. French cancellations. 

B. German cancellations, 


French Cancellations. By degrees, as the German army penetrated into 
Alsace-Lorraine, it hastened to confiscate the materials of the Post Offices, 
but it found itself under the necessity of retaining the date stamps and can- 
cellation stamps of the offices. Alsace-Lorraine then contained 167 Post 
Offices, divided over five departments. Of these 167 offices there were 88 
in which the Germans continued to use the French date stamps then in use. 

Generally the French cancellations are found only on the five values of 
the first issue (1, 2, 4, 10, and 20c.), On the other two values (5 and 25c.), 
which were not issued till September 8th, 1870, these cancellations are rare. 

The French cancellations are divided into 8 types : 

Type I. Twoconcentric circles, the first being 2234 

ANGp mm., the second 13% mm. in diameter, between which 
¥ is indicated, in capital letters, the name of the office, in the 
upper part, and, in the lower part, the number of the 

department. These numbers are: (52) for the department 

of the Meurthe, (55) for the Moselle, (66) for the Haut 

(59) Rhin, (67) for the Bas Rhin, and (82) for the Vosges. In 

“ the centre of the stamp there are two figures separated by 
a vertical line, representing: the first the number of the 





z 
j 





5 Ril ett Detects 


Bre th 





collection, the second the date; under these figures the month and the year 
are indicated. 

Type II. Double concentric circle like type I, but without indication 
of the year. 


Type III. A _ single circle measuring 20 mm. in 
diameter, with the indication of the name of the office, the 
collection number and the date, separated by a vertical line, 
and, below, the indication of the month, the year and the 
number of the department. 


Type 1V. Double circle, surrounded by an outer 
circle of dots; with the name of the office, collection 
number and day of the month, separated by a vertical 
line; month, year and number of the department. 
Diameter of the stamp, 25mm. 


Type V. Double circle—the outside circle wavy, the 
inside circle plain—with date, month and year. This 
stamp, used specially in the mixed offices and services, was 
more rarely used than those of other types for the can- 
cellation of postage stamps affixed to correspondence. 





Independently of these five types of French cancellation, there were in 
existence also the three following, which were employed in only a few offices 
and which constitute rarities : 


Sa Use was made of type VI notably for the offices 
*, s 13 9): of Nancy under No. 2598, Epernay under No. 1379, 


Toul under No. 3979, and St. Avold under No. 3516. 


Type VII was employed at Amiens, Toul and Epernay, 
chiefly for the values of the second issue (5c and 25c), on 
which it is more commonly found. 


As to type VIII, it is known only for Rouen, with the 
year 1871, and must have been manufactured by the Ger- 
mans to replace provisionally the original date stamp of 
type I. 
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GERMAN CANCELLATIONS. 


Independently of the eight types which we have just described, the Ger- 
mans had made up for several offices of a certain importance—either for their 
supply depots which were established there or for the dispatch of the corres- 
pondence of the troops garrisoning the towns occupied—provisional date 
stamps of various forms, but generally of type VIII, quite roughly made and 
on which, more often than not, the date is written with a pen. Some twenty 
of these date stamps are known, among which we may name those of the 
offices of Avricourt, Mélun, Plombiére, St. Louis, Thiancourt, Sedan and 
Void. 

After the battle of Sedan, the Germans had the French date stamps and 
the provisional ones which they had been using up to that 


time replaced by Others, modeled after those used in the ASS 

Post Offices of North Germany. These stamps (type IX) aD > 
had, in the centre, the indication of the date, the month oS iM EL sas 
and the year, and, following the circumference, the name 102 , 


of the office and the hour of the collection, which was 
followed by the letter ‘‘nN"’ or “‘v’”’, abreviations of the 
words “ Nachmittag” (afternoon) and ‘‘ Vormittag” 
(forenoon). 

These stamps were first used in 190 offices, but only 187 were kept up. 
The three stamps suppressed were: 1. That of the Belfort office, a locality 
returned to France in consequence of the consent of the provisional govern- 
ment to the momentary occupation of a quarter of Paris; 2. That of Civey 
sur Vezouze, in consequence of the definitive delimitation of the new frontier 
and the construction, at the expense of France, of the German Customs build 
ing at Deutsch- Avricoutt ; 3. The stamp of Chapelle sous Rougemont, in 
consequence of an exchange of 19 villages for a strip of territory along the 
Luxemburg frontier, when the Peace of Frankfort was signed. 

Among the 187 offices which continued to 
make use of date stamps of type IX, there are a 

SAAR BURG dozen which, for different reasons, made use of 
IN LOTHRINGEN several cancellation stamps. These were the 
2 5 Tie3-ON offices of Strasburg, Mulhouse, Colmar, Ste. 
- Marie aux Mines, Sarreguemines, Metz, Wissem- 
burg, Pfaffenhofen, Thionville, Sarralbe, 
Valerysthal and Sarre Union. 
We reproduce below a few specimens of these statnps. 
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The German Postal Department in Alsace-Lorraine also made use, for 
the cancellation of postage stamps affixed to correspondence, of special date 
stamps used for the armies in the Post Office wagons called /e/d-post (post 
office for the troops in campaign). These offices were sub-divided as follows : 
(a) First class wagon, placed at the disposal of the General Staff; (b) 
Second class wagon for the general quarters of each corps d’armee; (c) Third 
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class wagon for each division; (d) Fourth class wagon for the regiments. 
These last were called relays, for, as a rule they were to follow the colonels 
stage by stage, keeping, however, to their respective duties. These offices 
accepted without exception all postal articles sent, not only by the troops 
but also by the inhabitants of the invaded departmerts. We may say, too, 
that the wagons of the fourth class, immediately on their entrance in a locality, 
took possession of the post office and appropriated the stamps, in order to use 
them concurrently with those of which they were the holders. 

During the war the German army used no fewer than 220 date stamps of 
various forms, some round, others rectangular. 

We give below the principal types, the inscriptions 
of which varied infinitely, especially in the relay offices, 
which were in number 110, of which 81 were fur Prussia, 
25 for Germany and 4 for Bavaria. As to the stamps 
furnished for the Duchies of Baden and Hesse and for 
Wurtemburg, they were of type XV and did not bear any 
relay number. 

From what precedes, then, it may be concluded that for the cancellation 
of postage stamps in Alsace-Lorraine there were in existence no fewer than 
5co different stamps, which will furnish specialists with an immense field to 
explore. 

The full value of the data above given will be appreciated when the im- 
portance attached by collectors of Alsace-Lorraine stamps to their cancella- 
tions is remembered. Among these the French cancellations are certainly 
the rarest and most sought after; moreover, they were in use but a very 
short time. It will, therefore, not be without interest to give here a summary 
of their values. 

Prices reached for certain stamps of Alsace-Lorraine sold in 1900-1901 : 








Abreschwiller French cancellation (type I) $6 30 
Abbersweiler German oo bao 1.50 
Ars sur Moselle French . eo. Be 2.25 
Ars ander Moselle German . [ *rcREe 0.15 
Avricourt French : * 2.60 
Avricourt German > See? 5 © 40 
Beufeld French . e = 3) 420 
Beufeld German ( “ IX) 0.30 
Bischwiller French ( “ IT) 375 
Bischweiler German ( * IX) 0.12 
Brumath French ( “ JI) 5-15 
Brumatt German ( “ IX) 0.15 
Chartres French ¥ ( “ I) 5.45 
Epernay French “ es By 7.20 
Mélun French ~ ( “ It) 3-75 
Melun German ‘ ( “ X) 0.50 
Mulhouse French ... * ges 2.15 
Muhihausen German % ( “* X) 0.30 
Ste. Marie aux Mines French 3 ( * It) 8.20 
Markirch German “ ( “* Xt) 0.80 
Metz French % Bun 3-75 
Metz Bahnhof German " > oe 0.60 
Mars la Tour French Zi co} ao 2.15 
Mars la Tour German ‘ [-? seen 0.18 
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How much the stamps of Alsace-Lorraine with French cancellations are 
in favor can be seen by this list ; these stamps are much sought after at the 
present time, and their price can only increase. 

Nobody is ignorant of the fact that the stamps of Alsace-Lorraine have 
been counterfeited. The best known of these counterfeits is the one which 
is wrongly classed as an official reprint. It was made in 1885 by a Mr. 
Viering, of Hamburg, with the authorization of the German Government. 
The plates, partly worn out, having been touched up, the network is less clear 
than in the originals. The other distinctive features which stand out in these 
reprints relate especially to the colors, which are brighter. We may also 
remark that in the reprints the letters of the word “ postes” are a little larger 
and that the distance separating the “pr” of “posters” from the margin of 
the stamp is 2mm. Moreover, the letter “m” of the word “centTimes” is 
larger than in the original and the vertical perforation is closer ; it measures 
about 14%. 

Also in 1893, in Brussels, another counterfeit of these stamps was going 
around, the distinctive feature of which was a perforation of 13% instead of 
134%4x14. Moreover, the word “ postEes” is 13mm. long. 

Finally, a 3rd imitation was produced in Paris in 1895. This is re- 
ognized by the perforation, which is 1334 both ways. This counterfeit is 
also met with cancelled. 

Among the points which enable us to distinguish the genuine stamps of 
Alsace-Lorraine from the false, we may note : 


(1) As a general rule, the originals have, in all values, a minimum space of 
3 mm. between the left border and the “pr” of “ postes”, whereas in 
the reprints this space varies from 2% mm. to 234 mm. 

{2) In the 5 centimes genuine, the yellow green impression is always dark, 
while it is light in the reprints. 

{3) In the authentic 20c, the centre point of the two oblique bars of the 
letter “um” of “‘centTIMES” is so wide that it forms a line at least one 
mm. wide between the two vertical bars. 


As we have pointed out, the stamps of Alsace-Lorraine were not used 
after January 1st, 1872. From that date the postal district of North Ger- 
many ceased to work and the transportation of articles was effected directly 
by the German Empire. 
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Our English Letter. 





By EpwarpD J. NANKIVELL. 





LonpDon, 8 January, 1902. 


The philatelic event of the hour is the issue of four of the values of our 
new King’s head series with portrait of Edward VII. I need not here refer 
to the stamps in detail. You will have received them and noted them in 
your chronicle of new issues. But I may say that opinion is very much 
divided as to their merits. On the whole, they area pleasant change from the 
poverty stricken stamps they displace, and that is about all that can be said 
forthem. In the matter of engraving they are of the rough and ready quality 
for surface printing and long numbers. But in presence of the excellent 
series of United States stamps, the long number excuse should no longer gull 
the public here into acceptance of such shoddy work. The mark of cheap 
production is the obvious characteristic of the new stamps, and in the face of 
increasingly long numbers I question whether it is not hopeless to hope for 
anything better. Indeed I for one should not be surprised to find your own 
Bureau of stamp production adopting the cheaper method of printing and 
engraving some of these fine days. 





The demand for the new stamps has of course been abnormal. Some 
dealers and collectors made a night of it in the neighborhood of the big post 
offices that keep open at night, in order that they might secure earliest dated 
cancellations, but they were all beaten by a few who got hold of early copies 
before the day of issue and posted them on letters to themselves on the 31st 
December, 1901. This must have been a breach of faith for where early 
copies were given, I know it was stipulated that they should not be used be- 
fore the 1st January, 1902. A promise to this effect was even exacted from 
those who were supplied a few minutes before midnight. January 1st can 
cellations, where they fall upon the stamp will no doubt be prized. Many 
however will be disappointed at having had their treasures cancelled in the 
ordinary way with the bar cancellation. 





And perhaps it may be some consolation to those who have been beaten 
at the earliest postmark game to remember that there are some peculiar 
philatelists who hold that a stamp issued or sold before the authorized date 
of issue is not a postage stamp, its subsequent regular issue notwithstanding, 





Already there are pronounced shades. In the 24d there is a light and 
a dark shade, very clearly defined. It is believed that the carmine of the 1d 
and the blue of the 234d will be the most prolific in shades and possibly the 
green of the %4d may be deepened, for the first supply is too pale to be as 
it should be. 





Upwards of eighty millions of the new stamps had been sold on the 
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second day of issue. Many collectors, followed the newest development of 
specialism and bought full sheets of each value. But in some post offices in 
London the sales were restricted to make them go round. In one office they 
would not dole out more than one shilling’s worth to each person. 





The old issue remains on sale as lorg as the old stock lasts but, as most 
people ask for the new stamps, it will be slow working off the Queen’s heads 
for a few weeks, and then there will a rush to secure the old stamps before 
they are entirely exhausted. 


The Mistakes of Present Day Collecting 
Lecture and Debate at the International Philatelic Union Meeting Wednes 
day, November 27, 1901. 





From Philatelic Journal of Great Britain. 





Members turned up in force at Essex Hall on the fateful evening of 
November 27th to hear and debate upon the paper announced to be read by 
their President Mr. H. R. Oldfield on ‘‘ The Mistakes of Present Day Col- 
lecting ; What the Consequences may be.” The meeting was a great success, 
the paper being listened to with the closest attention by all present and 
vigorously applauded attheend. A thoroughly interesting and well conducted 
debate followed, speaker after speaker rising and commenting upon the 
questions raised by Mr. Oldfield, the preceedings never falling to the level of 
a discussion. This is quite a new departure for a Philatelic Society and thus 
the I. P. U. once more sets an example which no doubt will be followed 
extensively by other Societies. By the way, it was rather surprising and of 
good augury for the future of the Society to find how many members were 
gifted with the power of fluent extempore speaking. ” . 

Mr. Oldfield then began his paper. He said that he did not want to 
avoid any body’s prejudices but was anxious to point out what he considered 
were the mistakes of present day collecting so that there might be an animated 
debate afterwards. These mistakes were contained under the two heads 
“ Speculative Bloating ” and ‘“‘ Over Elaboration.” These were characteristics 
of all the principal collections of the present day, and he pointed to the results 
of the London and Manchester exhibitions where Quality and Monetary 
values were the points for which the judges awarded the medals. Instead of 
one specimen of each variety being shown, a line or a page even would be 
occupied by one value of one issue,—twenty or more specimens to all intents 
and purposes identical one with another. He would not deny that we owe 
much to the specialist on account of his researches, but as at present practised, 
Specialism was more likely to do harm than good to philately. Loud laughter 
greeted the remark—“ We owe the specialist gratitude for many discoveries 
which he had freely imparted—after the first securing for himself all specimens 
illustrative thereof.” 

He did not propose to explain the causes which had led so many general 
collectors to become specialists but he would unhesitatingly condemn the pre- 
sent day system and indicate some existing and possible consequences, some 
of these were:— ~ 


. Laziness. 

. Diminution of General Interest. 

. New Collectors were frightened away. 
. Increase in the Expense involved. 

. Loss of Individual interest. 


The first, Laziness, he said was shown by the programmes of our leading 
Societies, in which the word “Display” occurred far more often than 
“Paper.” The latter takes time and trouble to prepare but a “ Display” 
did not represent work but laziness. Mr. Oldfield then gave an amusing skit 
of the mannér in which members introduced their stamps for display at the 
meetings. 

The diminution of general interest was a serious matter. Before the 
advent of Specialism the subjects for discussion or the stamps to be shown 
were fully understood by all members present. To day, owingtothe mistakes 
of present day collecting, very few members of Societies took any interest in 
more than one or two countries, and consequently the stamps under discussion 
seldom interested anybody but the reader of the paper or notes. This meant 
the loss of all Community of Interest and so specialism dealt a great blow at 
the existence of Philatelic Societies. He was not however attacking 
specialism but the system of collecting which specialism had introduced. 

Before dealing with the third point, viz.—that what is called “ bloating ”’ 
frightens away new collectors, Mr. Oldfield described how he himself when 
he started had endeavored to remain a general collector, but found fate and 
example too strong for him and launched into “ bloating’’ as in Bolivia, and 
over-elaboration as in Switzerland. How many general collectors, he asked, 
felt perfectly satisfied when they compared their stamps of any one country 
with one of the well known specialized collections of such country, for ex- 
ample Mr. White’s English, Mr. Vernon Robert’s Capes, Mr. Wickham Jones’ 
or Mr. Fulcher’s Japan, Mr. Nankivell’s or Mr. Duveen’s Transvaals, Mr. 
Daun's Orange River Colony, Lord Crawford’s Orange Free State, Mr. 
Hausburg’s South Australia or Hong Kong, Mr. Beckton’s Greece or 
Roumania, Mr. Stanley Casile’s United States and the European collection, 
until lately belonging to Mr. M. P. Castle. Hecontended, that most collectors 
felt disgusted with their own stamps after seeing these monster specialist col- 
lections with their “bloating. Over-Elaboration and inordinate size, were a 
hindrance to philately, a weariness to the soul and a stumbling block to 
young collectors who in their ignorance suppose that they are the examples 
they must emulate if they continue to collect, and so they give up. 

Disturbance of Market Values, Financial Depreciation and tendency to 
Speculation all increase the expense involved in collecting, and Mr. Oldfield 
discoursed interestingly on these points. 

He then dealt with over-elaboration as distinct from “ bloating.” The 
latter consisted in the accumulation of numberless specimens of one variety, 
and the latter in the amassing of stamps differing only in perforation or plate 
numbers and so on, and concluded by challenging any to deny that “ Bloat- 
ing,” Over-Elaboration, and Speculation are the mistakes of Present Day 
Collecting and the consequences are, and will be, a danger to the well-being 
of philately ; and finally that those who indulge in them are a nuisance to 
their friends, a bore to their fellow collectors, and a hindrance to Phi- 
lately. ° ed ad ad ° 














A long Way after Kipling. 
(WitH THE UsuAL APoLociss.) 


*‘ Now we think it will be generally agreed that collectors find these so-called minor variette 


an unmitigated nuisance.’’—Mor.ey'’s PHILATELIC JOURNA 


A man there was and he made his prayer, 

(Even as you and I). 
To a splash and a dash and a line of hair, ; 
Or a sportive perf. (he denoted it rare)— 
For cover and card he had never a care, 

(Even as you and I). 


Oh the pipes we light and the cheques we write, 
In the spoil of the sea and land 
Partake of the toll of the mean and small— 
The fevered whim for the nothing-at-all— 
One never can understand. 


A man there was and his heart he bent— 
(Even as you and I). 

On fads and fakes to colossal extent— 

(It wasn’t a bit what Philately meant) 

But the pigeon is plucked from Kabul to Kent 
(Even as you and I). 


Oh the time we’ve lost and the cash it cost 

On the wonderful stuff to hand— 

On the crossless T and the dotless I— 

And the phantom fun of a doubtful die 
We know it—and understand. 


The man was sad when his purse was spent, 
(Even as you and I). 

He fixed up an “ad,” on a sale intent, 

And sold—at a loss of some sixty per cent., 

(But that didn’t matter so long as they went) 
(Even as you and I). 


Oh it isn’t the price of the sacrifice 

When we've furrowed the fruitless sand— 

It’s the fact of finding absurdity’s marge 

In the wild weird quest of the double surcharge 
That at last we understand 


DAK. j 


—From The Philatelic Journal of India. 
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UniTEepD STATES.—We are informed that the Post Office Department is 
contemplating the issue of a new series of stamps, in which some of the 
familiar portraits will be displaced by new ones, and which will also include 
a 13c stamp, to cover the rates of foreign postage and registration. ,On, this 
new series the name will appear beneath each portrait. 


ae ae ee 


AFGHANISTAN.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste informs us that’a 
new issue is about to appear for this country. The stamps are probably in- 
tended as a source of revenue. 


? & & © 


Bauamas.—The London Pihilatelist says: ‘“‘On page 210 we stated that 
Mr. A. H. Stamford had sent us a copy of the 1s., green, of 1863-75, water- 
marked Crown and CC, perforated 12% horizontally and 14 vertically, and 
the gauge we used gave the perforations as above. The stamp has, however, 
since been examined by the Expert Committee of the London Society, and 
after very careful inspection, it has been decided that the perforations 
measuring 14 were genuine, while those gauging 12% were false.” 


ar ee See 


Beicium.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste is informed by a corre- 
spondent that new postal packet stamps are soon to be issued, of the values 
30, 40, 70, 90 centimes, 3 francs and 3 francs 50. They will probably be of 
the same type as the current postal packet stamps with the figure of value 
printed in black. 
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CuHILE.—A correspondent in Valparaiso has shown us the provisional 5c 
on 30c of 1900 with double surcharge. 


ae is Pe 


Cook IsLanps.—Several of our European contemporaries report the 
appearance of the one penny brown surcharged with a crown in black, but 
none of them seem to know the meaning of the overprint., 


S$ &¢ & & & 
Ecuapor.—The note in our last number concerning the color of the 


current 5 sucres stamp was, by a typographical error, made to refer to the 
5 centavos. 
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France.—Le Tribune des Collectionneurs reports a copy of the stamp 
surcharged “r.m."’, with surcharge inverted. 
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FRENCH OrFices IN Cnina.—Several European journals report the 
current one franc stamp with double surcharge. 


ee © |] @ © 


GERMAN OFFICES IN Cu1nNA.—The Monthly Journal has seen the 5, 10, 
30 and 8opf of the local printing for Tientsin with the word “cuina” inverted 
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GERMAN OFFICES IN Morocco.—Die Post reports the existance of a set 
of the German stamps of the 1889 issue, surcharged diagonally “mAROcCcO” 
but without the value in Spanish. As there is some uncertainty of these 
stamps having been issued, we refrain from any further mention of them. 
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GREAT BRITAIN—OFFICES IN THE LEVANT.—The Philatelic Record has 
seen the current 40 paras on 2% pence with double surcharge 
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GrREECE.—We have seen a number of new varieties in the surcharged 
issue of 1900: 

Of the 20L on 25L blue (our No. 112) we have seen a horizontal pair, 
one without surcharge; a horizontal pair, imperforate between, and with 
surcharge inverted; a similar pair with the figures ‘‘20” above the word 
“~LepTa.” We have also seen the sdr on 4oL red violet on blue (our No. 
131) perforated. 


S.. £. 2 ae ae 


GuATEMALA.—We have received a cover bearing on the face a 10c stamp 
of the current type and on the reverse a similar copy, used as a seal and un- 
cancelled. The latter copy is surcharged in black, in three lines, “via— 
PUERTO—BARRIOS.” We have no further information as to the meaning of 
this surcharge. 


c 4. Ss? SS 


Inp1a.—The Philatelic Journal of India reports a copy of the one anna 
stamp overprinted “On H.M.S.”, with double surcharge. 
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Inpo Cuina.—JLe Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste announces a special 
issue for this colony. The design, which was one of a number submitted in 
a competition for the current French stamps and rejected, has been slightly 
modified and adopted for the purpose of the new issue for the colony. 
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OranGE River Cotony.—Morley's Philatelic Journal reports the 1d 
violet surcharged “v.R.1.", the thick “v” and no periods after “rk” or “1.” 


¢ @ ¢& @ 


QugEensLanD—The Philatelic Record has shown a copy of the 34d of the 
1895 issue with an impression on the reverse, falling diagonally across the 
back of the stamp. 


Ms 
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Reunion.—The Monthly Journal states that the recent provisional sur- 
charges are to be found on stamps printed on papers of two distinct thick- 
nesses and also that the 15c comes in two varieties, one having the figures of 
the same height and the other with “1” shorter than the “5”. These 
varieties occur side by side in the same sheet, on both the 75c and ifr. 
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Russta.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste hears that commemorative 
stamps will be issued next year, on the occasion of the celebration of the two 
hundredth anniversary of the founding of the city of St. Petersburg. 
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St. CuristopuHer.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste announces that 
special stamps are to be issued for this island. The old plates will be brought 
into use for a time until the new series, with views of the island, can be 
prepared. 

So - Gre@® 1 1S 


St. VincENT.—Mr. Peckitt has shown the Philatelic Record a copy of 
the rsh violet rose, of the 1871-80 issue, perforated 14 to 15 all around. 
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Servia.—The Deutsche Brief{marken-Zeitung reports a new printing of 
the 10 paras on 20 paras. The figures are a little larger and the word 
“PARA” measures 14mm., instead of 15mm. 
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Spain.—The Cercle Philateligue of Madrid has petitioned the Queen 
Regent for an issue of stamps commemorating the approaching coronation 
of Alphonso III. It is proposed to portray on thirteen different stamps a 
series of the ancestors of the young king of Spain and also to provide similar 
sets of stamps for Fernando Po and the Spanish possessions in North Africa. 

We are indebted for this information to Z’ Echo de la Timbrologie. It is 
needless to say that this journal is not in sympathy with the proposed com- 
memorative issues. 
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Urucuay.—We have received some copies of the current 5c stamp sur- 
charged “orFiciaL” in heavy-faced type. The surcharge is printed in a 
press and not hand stamped, as hitherto. We do not know whether this is a 
new issue or the issue which has already been chronicled for 1901. Pre- 
suming it to be the latter, we do not make more extended chronicle. 
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Vicroria.—We illustrate herewith the’new $1 stamp chronicled in the 
Journal for December. 
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UNITED STATES.—Mr. H. G. 
Mandel has shown us two unique 
envelopes of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. In the corner they bear the 
imprint, in three lines, “ post OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT—POST OFFICE AT NEW 
YORK, N. Y.—OFFICIAL BUSINESS.”’. 
In the case of one, the stamp is printed 
in black and in the other in deep blue. 
A peculiar thing about these envelopes 
is that they bear the watermark of the 
Plimpton manufacture, instead of the 
usual Post Office Department water- 
mark. Weare told by Mr. Mandel 
that size 7 also exists. 

Mr. H. E. Deats has shown us 
the frank of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Co. for 1902. The design is 
practically the same as that of previous 
issues, but the tablet at the bottom is 
now blank instead of being ruled and 
the name of the president has been 
changed from A. B. CHANDLER to 
JOHN W. MACKAY. 

Envelopes. 

Post Office Department. 
3c black on blue, extra official, No. 8, 

shape 30 
3c blue on blue, extra official, No. 8, 

shape 30 

Telegraph stamp. 

Perforated. 

No value, chocolate 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. — We 
have seen one of the new official 
stamps and find other values chron- 
icled by our contemporaries. . The 
stamps are of large size, measuring 
213%4x30 mm. The head of Liberty 
with Phrygian cap appears in the 
central medallion, with proper inscrip- 
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tions above and below it, and numerals 
of value in each lower corner. 

Two New Year letter cards have 
been issued for this country, one for 
interior and the other for foreign use. 
Each contains within views in the 
country and greetings for the New 
Year. It is said that there are as 
many as fifty of these views and that 
they are printed in a great variety of 
colors. 

Official stamps. 

Perforated. 

1c gray 

ac olive 

5c red 
10c green 
30c blue 
50c orange 

Letter cards. 

Size 128x99mm. 


5c olive 
15c blue 


AUSTRIA.—In the JOURNAL for 
November we chronicled a number 
of stamps of the current issue with 
yellowish bars printed across the 
face. The set has now been in- 
creased by the addition of the 60 
heller stamp. 

The 25 and 50 heller stamps with 
these bars have been surcharged for 
use in the Levant. 

L’ Echo de la Timbrologie also re- 
ports an issue of unpaid letter stamps 
for the offices in the Levant. The 
stamps are of the same design as the 
unpaid letter stamps of Austria, but 
printed in green instead of brown, 
and they are further surcharged with 
new values in Turkish money. 









Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
Yellowish surcharge. 
é6oh brown 
"Offices in the Levant. 
Black surcharge. 
Ipia on 25h ultramarine 
2pia on 5oh gray blue 
Unpaid letter stamps. 
Black surcharge. 
10pa on 5h green 
20pa on roh green 
tpi on 20h green 
2pi on 40h green 
Spi on rooh green 





BECHUANALAND PROTHOTO- 
RATS.—It is reported that the cur- 
rent 44d envelope of Great Britain has 
been surcharged for use in this colony. 

Envelope. 
Black surcharge. 
‘4p green 


BOLIVia.— Another of the new 
series of stamps has appeared. It 
bears the arms of the country and is 
of the value of 2 bolivianos. 

A new wrapper has also appeared. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
2b brown 

Wrapper. 
4c carmine on buff 





BULGARIA.—We have received 
two of the new Unpaid Letter stamps 
of this country. 

We are indebted to Mr. C. Witt for 
a sight of several other new varieties, 
consisting of four provisional Postage 
Due stamps and a postal card with 
stamp of the same type as the cur- 
rent issue of adhesives. The pro- 
visional Postage Due stamps were 
made by surcharging the regular issue 
of adhesives with a large letter T in 
acircle. It seems that in the city of 





21 


Roustchouk there was, in the early 
part of this month, a shortage of Due 
stamps and to supply this deficiency 
the provisionals were made and used 
for two or three days. 


Unpaid Letter stamps. 





MELY unis 
at dal 


Perforated. 
5st dull rose red 
30st brown violet 


Provisional issue. 


Black surcharge. 
5st emerald green and brown 
rost rose and black brown 
30st brown bistre and gray black 
sost dark blue and brown 
Postal card. 


5st green 


CHILE.—Mr. C. Witt has shown 
us a new letter sheet for this country. 
The stamp is of the same design as 
the 5c letter sheet illustrated in our 
catalogue and is printed so as to ap- 
pear in the upper right corner when 
the sheet is folded. The lines on 
which the folding is to be done are 
indicated by rows of colored dots. 
The sheet is of a somewhat irregular 
outline and is ruled with blue lines 
on the back. 

Letter sheet. 


Size 262x238mm. 
2c Carmine 





ANTIOQUIA.— Mr. William Thorne 
has shown us ano'her typeset stamp, 
apparently printed from the same 
setting as the stamp reported by us 
in December, but in a new color. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
1c pale brown 
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OCONGO.—The Monthly Journal 
has seen the ifr of the 1894 issue with 
the frame printed in carmine, instead 
of lilac. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 
1fr black and carmine 





DANISH WEST INDIES.— Two 
new provisional issues have been 
made by surcharging the curren 3 
and ioc with figure of value, the 
word “cents” and “1902” in three 
lines. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
2c on 3c blue and lake 
8c on 10c brown and gray 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIO.— The 
new series of stamps announced in 
our issue for November has been 
finished and we have seen a set of 
them. Weillustrate the various types 
herewith. The 1 and roc are of type 
I, the 2 and sc of type II, the 12 and 
2oc of type III, the 50c of type IV 
and the Official stamps of type V. 


Adhesive stamps. 
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Perforated. 
1c dark green and'black 
ac scarlet and black 
5c blue and black 
roc orange and black 
12c purple and black 
20c Carmine rose and black 
soc bistre brown and black 


Official stamps. 
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Perforated. 
2c scarlet and black 
5c dark blue and black 
1oc yellow green and black 
2oc yellow and black 


DUTCH INDIEBS.—It is said that 
five low value stamps have been is- 
sued in a type very similar to that of 
the lower values of Netherlands (Arr 
in our catalogue), and also two postal 
cards of the same design. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

1c olive 

2c brown 
2M%4c green 

3c orange 

5c rose 

Postal cards. 


5c Carmine on rose 
7c dull blue on grayish 


FRANOB.—lZe Collectionneur de 
Timbres-Poste announces an enve- 
lope with 5 centimes stamp of the 
current type, also a wrapper with 2 
centimes stamp of the same type. 

The same journal also reports that 
the design for the current stamps of 
30 and socentimes has been modi- 
fied. The background lines have 
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been redrawn, so as to leave more 
white between them, and the drapery 
of the figure has also been lightened. 
The frame of the tablet containing 
the value is replaced by olive 
branches. It does not appear that 
any stamps of the altered design 
have yet been placed on sale and 
they probably will not be ready for 
several months. 

The rates for pneumatic service 
having been reduced, the current 
cards and envelopes have been sur- 
charged. Z’Zcho de la Timbrologie 
gives an extensive list of these sur- 
charges. 

We learn from Zwen’s Weekly 
Stamp News that single and reply 
postal cards, with stamp of the design 
of the current issue, have been issued. 

Envelope. 
5c green 

Wrapper. 
ac lilac on buff 


Pneumatic envelopes. 
Hand stamped surcharges. 


Red surcharge. 

Six bars across the original value. 
goc on 50c rose on blue 

Violet surcharge. 

Seven bars across the original value. 
3oc on soc rose on blue 


Pneumatic cards. 
Hand stamped surcharges. 
Red surcharge. 
Original value not barred. 
30c on 50c black on blue 
Variety with smaller surcharge. 
30c on soc black on blue 
Six bars across the original value. 
Black surcharge. 
30c on soc black on blue 
Carmine surcharge. 
30c on soc black on blue 
Red surcharge. 
3zec on soc black on blue 
Printed surcharge. 
Six bars across original value. 
Red surcharge. 
3ec on soc black on blue 
Varieties : Double surcharge, triple 
surcharge 


Paeumatic cards with reply. 
Hand stamped surcharges. 
Six bars across original value. 
Red surcharge. 
6oc on ifr black on rose 
Cards with coupon for reply. 
Hand stamped surcharge. 
Six bars across original value. 
6oc on 1fr black on rose 
Postal cards. 
10C Carmine on greenish 
1Ox10C < ™ . 


French Offices in Hoi Hao.—We learn 
from L’ Echo dela Trimbrologie that 
the current series of Indo China has 
been surcharged for use in,this city, 
as was done in Canton. 

Aahesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

Red surcharge. 

1c black on lilac blue 

2c brown on buff 

4c claret on lavender 

5c yellow green 
1oc black on lavender 
I5C gray 
20c red on green 
25c black on rose 
30c brown on bistre 
4oc red on straw 
50c Carmine on rose 
75c deep violet on orange 
1fr bronze green on straw 
5fr red lilac on lavender 


GRBAT BRITAIN.—We have re- 
ceived four values of the new series 
with head of King Edward VII. As 
will be seen by our illustration, the 
design is pleasing, though the portrait 
is not considered satisfactory.” [The 
2 %p has the value expressed in figures 
instead of words. 


Adhesive stamps. 
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Perforated. 
Watermarked crown. 
%4p gray green 
Ip Carmine 
2%p ultramarine 
6p dull violet 


HUNGARY.—In the November 
number of the JouRNAL we chronicled 
a change in the color of the 6 filler 
stamp, on the authority of some of our 
European contemporaries. We have 
now seen the stamp and find the 
color to be bistre brown rather than 
olive yellow. 

Mr. C. Witt has also shown us a 
new postal card for Hungary, having 
a stamp of a new design in the upper 
right corner, the royal arms in the 
upper left corner, with printed in- 
scriptions between ; four lines for the 
address, also a line of printed in- 
structions at the bottom. The princi- 
pal feature of the stamp is the iron 
crown of Hungary in the center, 
above the numeral of value. The in- 
scription at the top is “ MAGYAR KIR. 
posta,” “ FILLER” at the bottom. 

Postal card. 


5f brown on buff 


LABUAN.—The two new stamps 
reported for Borneo have also been 
surcharged for this country. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 
roc violet and dark brown 
16c yellow brown and green 


NEW ZEALAND.—We have seen 
the curreut 44 penny and penny of the 
local printing with a new perforation. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14%. 

Watermarked double-line star and 
N. Z. 


44p gray green 
Ip carmine 


NIOARAGUA.—The supply of 
provisional issues from this coun- 
try continues. We have received 
several new provisionals made by sur- 
charging the regular postage stamps 
with new values and date and the un- 
paid letter stamps with date and “ cor- 
reos.” The surcharges all appear 
to be printed in blocks of twenty five 
and in some instances dashes and 
other ornaments have been added, 
but on the unpaid letter stamps, with 
the exception of the rc, the surcharge 
is the same and contains only one not- 
able minor variety—an italic “o” 
in “ CORREOS”. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Provisional issue. 
Perforated. 


3 Cent. 
Surcharged in black 


1901 


3c on 6c rose 
4c on 6c rose 
5c on rp yellow 
roc on 2p salmon 
Varieties: 
a. With bar below value. 
3c on 6c rose 
4c on 6c rose 
b. With ornaments on each side of 
“ ygor.” 
5c on 1p yellow 
c, With three bars below value. 
5c on 1p yellow 
d. “1 cent” instead of “ 4 cent.” 
1c on 6c rose 
Blue surcharge. 
3c on 6c rose 
4c on 6c rose 
Varieties: 
a. with bar below value. 
3c on 6c rose 
4c on 6c rose 
b. “1 cent” instead of “ 4 cent.” 
Ic on 6c rose 
Red surcharge. 
5c on 1p yellow 
20c on 5p black 
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Varieties: 
a. With ornaments at each side of 
“t901”. 
5c on rp yellow 
b. With three bars below value. 
5c on 1p yellow 
c. With inverted surcharge. 
20c on 5p black 
Unpaid letter stamps 
Sor postage. 
Perforated. 


surcharged 


1901 
Surcharged in black 


Correos 


tc red violet 
2c vermilion 
sc dark blue 
roc purple 
20c orange brown 
» 30c dark green 
soc lake 
Varieties: 
a. Ornaments at each side of the 
stamp. 
1c red violet 
b. Ornaments at 
“tgor.” 
1c red violet 
c. Second “o 
italic. 
1c red violet 
2c vermilion 
5c dark blue 
10c purple 
20c orange brown 
30c dark green 
soc lake 


each side of 
— | 


of “‘ corREOs ” 


NORTH BORN EO.—Two new 
values, in two new designs, have been 
placed on the market. The stamps 
are of 10 and 16 cents respectively, 
the former showing a picture of the 
honey bear and the latter a landscape 
with railway train. 

In addition to the stamps previously 
chronicled with the surcharge “ British 
Protectorate,” we now hear of the 25 
and soc with this overprint. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
roc violet and dark brown 
16c yellow brown and green 
Black surcharge. 
25c slate blue 
soc violet 


PARAGUAY.—We have received 
three new stamps for this country, of 
the same design as the stamps issued 
last year and made by, the same pro- 
cess—lithography. ‘The 2c is in the 
same color as the 2c of the 1900 issue, 
but, aside from slight differences in 
the design, it may be readily distin- 
guished by the larger numerals. 

Revista de la Sociedad Filatelica 
Argentina reports that the current 5c 
fiscal stamp has been allowed to do 
postal duty. The usual number has 
been omitted from the tablet at the 
bottom. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perf. 11%. 
2c gray 
4c blue 
5c violet 


Revenue stamp used postally. 
5¢ gray 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.—Mr. John 
Zug has sent us for our inspection a 
Special Delivery stamp and a number 
of envelopes used in the Philippine 
Islands, which have not heretofore 
been chronicled. The envelopes are 
those now current in the United 
States, 1c green, 2c rose, 4c brown 
and 5c blue, on various papers and 
all with the surcharge “ PHILIPPINES” 
underneath the stamp. The surcharge 
measures 22{x2mm. 

Special Delivery stamp. 

Watermarked U. S. P. S. 

Perforated 12. 

Red surcharge. 
roc dark blue 
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Envelopes. 


Red surcharge. 
1c green on amber, size 5 
1c green on blue, size 13 
1c green on oriental buff, size 13 
2c rose on white, size 5 
2c rose on amber, size 5 
Brown surcharge. 


4c brown, die A, on amber, size 7 

4c brown, die C, on amber, size 7 
Blue surcharge. 

5c blue on amber, size 5 


PORTO RIOO.—Mr. John Zug has 
sent us an unchronicled variety of the 
envelopes of Porto Rico. It is the 
2c rose on oriental buff, with black 
surcharge in the second type shown 
in our 1902 catalogue. 

Envelope. 


Black surcharge. 
ac rose on oriental buff, size 13 


—_—. 


ROUMANIA.— According to Zwen's 
Weekly Stamp News, two new values 
have been issued for this country and 
the 1 bani has been modified to read 
“Ban”, instead of “sant”. The 
new 30 bani is of the type of the 10 
bani and the new 75 bani is of the 
type of the so bani. 

Mr. William Thorne has shown us 
the 2 leu stamp of the current series 
with rose gum and unwatermarked. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

1b brown 
30b violet 
75b brown and violet 

Rose gum. 

2 leu bistre and rose 


SERVIA.—Mr. William Thorne has 
shown us the 50 paras of the 1894-96 
type on paper without threads. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
50pa brown 


ee 


SEYOHELLES.—The Monthly 
Journal has seen the current 10c 
stamp surcharged vertically, in black, 
“REVENUE—4 CENTS” in two lines. 
This was used on an envelope mailed 
on September 7th last. 

Revenue stamp used postally. 


4c on roc ultramarine and brown 


Federated Malay States.—Several 
postal cards with stamps of the same 
type as the current adhesives have 
been issued. 

Postal cards. 

Ic green 
IxIc green 

3c Carmine 
3x3C Carmine 


SURINAM.—A new %%c stamp, of 
the same type as the new stamps for 
the Dutch Indies, is reported. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
¥%c lilac blue 


URUGUAY.—A correspondent 
sends us three new postal cards of 
this country, two of them with the 
Universal Postal imprint and the 
third for interior use. The stamp 
consists of a double-lined circle with 
figure of Liberty in the center. 


Postal cards. 


Interior. 

2 centesimos blue on pale blue 
Exterior. 

2 centesimos red on pink 


“ 


3 brown on buff 
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also adding new prices for stamps not previously priced. 


Changes in Catalogue Prices. 


It is our intention to publish every month in this JouRNat changes in 
catalogue prices, giving advances or declines which take place for any reason, 


bo 
~ 


There are a very 


large number of variations to be noted at this time and we shall not be able 
to give in this number all that have occurred, but the list will be made com- 
Collectors should correct their catalogues by this 
list as we shall sell stamps in accord with the prices here published. 


plete as soon as possible. 


UNITED STATES. 


CAT. NO, 


238 1893 15¢ 50° 
244 x4 4.00 5.00 
244a “ 4.00 5.00 
245 “ 5.00 6.50 
275 1895 50c 65 
295 I901 2c 4 
Na 4c 8 
oe" 5c 10 
Ee 8c 15 
ae .* 10c 18 
3949 1901 3.00 cut can- 
cellation 
BULGARIA. 
CAT. NO. NEW. 
1 1879 5c 5° 
* 50c 1.00 
g 1881 158 
py 258 
ae 308 
19 61884-85 3 0n tos 1.25 
20 “3 5 On 308 1.00 
21 a 15 ON 258 1.00 
27 1886-88 11 1.00 
CRETE. 
CAT. NO. NEW. 
1 1898 z2o0pa 16.00 
8 1900 10] 
9 = 201 10 
a," ™ 251 
+ Raa Rnng 501 
12 ™ 1dr 
es 2dr 
eRe 251 
20 1901 201 
a, 251 
aes 501 
1or 1899 Im 1.00 
MS 2m 1.00 
ina Im 


75 


5° 


20 


35 
.00 
00 
.00 


~~“ 


50 


USED. 


16.00 


| CAT. NO, NEW. 
| 106 189906=62m 
107 = Igr 
108“ im 
109 = 2m 
a Igr 
| 4It ¥ im 
112 wi 2m 
Ses igr 
114 % Im 
115 - 2m 
160—C* 1gr 
117 “ 1m 
118 a 2m 
a 1gr 
“ 
120 1m 
121 mn 2m 
eee: 1gt 
= 1m 
124 * 2m 
12 _ 1gr 
re m 4 
| 127 a 2m 
LL. Fee 1gr 
129 4 = 
Li) 
130 2m 
“ 
| 13 1gt 
Bs ” “4 
3 e 
133 2m 
134 = 1gr 
DANIsH West INDIES. 
1a yellow gum 10.00 
EcyPr. 
CAT. NO NEW. 
2 1opa 2.50 
8 5pa 75 
15 5pla 6.00 
FERNANDO Po. 
CAT. NO. NEW 
93 5¢ 4 
94 10C 6 


USED- 


“= = = DHS = Se 
° 
° 


USED. 
2.5° 


USED, 
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CAT. NO. 
95 25¢ 
96 5oc 
97 75¢ 
98 Ip 
99 2p 
100 3p 
101 4p 
102 5p 
103 rop 
FINLAND. 
<AT. NO. 
51 1891-92 10k 
52 “ 14k 
54 1891-92 35k 
55 3 50k 
FRANCE. 
CAT. NO, 

7 1849-50 40c 
— = 4oc 
Ir 1852 25c 
12 1853-60 1c 
16 * 20c 
17 a 25c 
18 * 40C 
18a ¢ 40C 
24 1862 10c 
26 % 40c 
arg 80c 
sa: 80c 
31 1863-70 10¢c 
32 20C 
33 re 
33a 1863-70 30c 
34 wf 4oc 
34a 40c 
35 wf 80c 
35a 7 80c 


NEW 
12 
25 
35 


go 


1.80 
2.00 
4.00 


35 
1.00 


75 


5.00 
7.50 
8.50 

5° 
1.25 
6.00 
7.50 
7-50 
1.50 
1.75 
2.50 
3.50 

60 

60 
1.75 
1.50 
2.50 
2.50 
1.75 
1.75 





USED. 


CAT. NO. NEW 
42 1870 20c 50.00 
46 “ 4oc 75 
ee 40c 6.00 
53b 1870-71 40Cc 
PR 4oc 
64 1876 Ic 25 
a 10c 75 
98 1879-92 20Cc 12 
g8a " 10c 12 


FRENCH COLONIES. 


CAT. NO. NEW 
4 1859-62 20c 25 
5 ri 40C 25 
5a ™ 40c 25 
6 " 80c 50 
7 1871 Ic 1.00 

Bee 30c 85 
12 1871 40C 2.50 
— 8oc 6.00 
en 30C 1.00 
taee 4c 60 
x 20C 1.25 


FRENCH CoNGO. 


AT. NO. NEW 


192 189% 5 On 25C 1.75 
FRENCH GUIANA 

CAT. NO. NEW. 

1 1886 o.05 on 2c 6.00 


iti 


2 ©050n 2c 6.00 
4 1887 0.200n 35c 300 
GERMAN CHINA 


AT. NO. NEW, 


16 1900 spf on 1opf 11.00 





gD 


USED 

6.00 
6.00 
3.00 


SED. 


7.00 
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The Collectors Club, 


351 FourTH AVENUE, New York. 


The seventy-sixth meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the 
club house on Monday evening, January 12, 1902. 

Present: Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Low, Luff, Scott and Perrin. 

Meeting called to order by the President at 8 30 P. M. 

The minutes of the last two meetings were read and approved. 

A number of communications were read by the Secretary and acted upon. 

The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance in bank of $376.01 ex- 
clusive of $1,090 bond was accepted as read. 

The House Committee’s report was read and received. 

The sum of $25 was voted to the Literary Committee to be used for the 
Library. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. H. G. Mandel for the loan to the 
Club of four fine frames of stamps. 

The names of three applicants for membership having been posted the 
required length of time, they were balloted on, and Messrs. B. von Hoden- 
berg, R. S. Nelson and Oney K. Carstarphen were declared to have been 
unanimously elected as subscribing members. 

Adjourned at 9.30 P. M. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 


Birmingham Philatelic Society. 


November 21.—Paper. The embossed stamps of Great Britain, Mr. 
T. W. Peck. 

The subject was most exhaustively treated by Mr. Peck who made his 
explanations much clearer by showing some embossing dies and printers 
“make up” and the various ways of using them. An interesting discussion 
followed which brought out some of the explanations in more detail, 

The following were unanimously elected members: Major T. Jermyn, 
Messrs. J. L. Sievwright, A. Anderson. 

December 5.—Our third Auction took place on this date where, with the 
kind assistance of Mr. H. W. Plumridge, some 175 lots were disposed of at 
very good prices. 

Messrs. D. Rotberg, F. H. Maddison and F. A. Pendlebury were an- 
animously elected members. 

Votes of thanks were ordered to be entered on the minutes to Mr. H. L. 
Hayman for a valuable contribution to the permanent collection, and to 
Messrs. G. B. Bainbridge, W Scott, W. Morley, D. W. Osgood and A. Sempad 
for important contributions to the Library. 

The next Auction will be held on February 27th and 28th, lots for which 
must reach the Hon. Sec. by January 27th at latest. 





























The Postage Stamps 


OF THE 


United States, 


By JOHN N. LUFF. 


The most complete and elaborate history yet 
published of the adhesive postal issues of the 
United States Post Offise Department, as weli 
as the provisional issues by Postmasters and 
the semi-official Carriers’ Etamps. 


The book is the result of many years of study and 
research. Its author is widely known as an advanced 
collector and philatelic expert. Since its appearance asa 
serial in the American Journal of Philately, the work has 
been thoroughly revised and brought upto date. Many of 
the earlier chapters have been entirely rewritten and much 
new material has been added tothe work. Expense has 
not been spared in seeking matter to add to the interest of 
the book and likewise, in its mechanical production. 

The book will contain over 400 pages, small quarto- 
size. There will be two editions: 

A regular edition, on fine paper, bound in cloth. 

An edition de luxe, limited to 50 copies, signed by 
the author, on hand-made linen paper, bound in_ half 
morocco. 


PRICES: 


RECULAR EDITION, $5.00 
EDITION DE LUXE, 10.00 


READY FOR DELIVERY FEBRUARY 24, 1902. 
Scott Stamp & Soin So., i’ td., 


18 Bast 23rd Street, New York City. 
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New England 
Stamp Company. 


4 2 ¥ oa 


ALL the packets, albums, catalogues, publications, 
etc., of the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. in stock. 


ONE of the largest and finest stocks of stamps in 
the world to select from. 


WANT lists solicited from collectors. 


APPROVAL business a specialty. Alphabetically 
arranged approval sheets at 50 per cent. and 33 I-3 per 
cent. discount. 


NET approval books for advanced collectors. One 
country to a book. Each stamp marked with the cat- 
alogue price and our net price, the latter depending up- 
on the condition and actual scarcity of the specimen. 
References required from strangers to us. 


PRICE LIST free. 


VISIT our store when in Boston. 


ae .Ff FF ££ 


NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO., 


Store: 27 Bromfield Street, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Business Orrices : 21 Bromrietp St., Rooms 401 to 403. 





LIMITED. 
18 EAST 23rd STREET, 
183 BROADWAY, 


1204 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


NEW YORK. 


JANUARY BARCAINS. 


ALL UNCANCELLED. 
British Honduras, 1901, roc 
Bulgaria; Unpaid; 1901, 5s 
vg 30s ° 
China, W 894, %c black, imperforate pair 


#6 ‘a 1 


sé “e 


uhu, 1 
= 6c green : és 


5c red re e 


Unpaid, 


2 


a 


yellow, imperforate pair 
se olive Y as 
6 
6c 
“ 3c on 6c 
6c 


on 6c 


15¢ 
Nicaragua, roor, black surcharge, 1¢ 


“< > 


4¢ 


on 


rose 
on rose j 
rose with bar 
on rose . 
with bar 
tp yellow < 
tp fancy dashes 
1p triple bars 
2p 
6c 
on ¢ 


rose 
on 
on 
on 
on salmon 
on rose 


rose 


on rose 


on 6c rose 
on 6¢ 
Ip 
Ip 
Ip 


rose 
on 
on 
on 


yellow, fancy 


with bar 


with bar 


yellow 


dashes 


bars 


yellow, triple 
black 


inverted 


20c on 5p 
athe 20c on 5p 


paid, 1 


‘et 


on Un : 
y 1c Correos italic 

1c 0 of Correos italic 
1c asterisk at sides 
1c ‘‘ 1901" between dashes 
Strip showing 5 varieties 


0 ol 


Correos italic 


of Correos italic 
Paraguay, 1901, 2c 


rr ge 
5c 
Roumania, 1901, 15b 
Seychelles, 1901, 3c on 36c 
Servia, 1902, I5p on Ip 


ae sé 


10 per cent. discount on single stamps. 











